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EDITORIAL

The ERA-ENVHEALTH network is pleased to share its
Newsflash. We are looking forward to sharing information on our
activities, events, research projects and opportunities in the
environment and health area. We hope in this way to contribute
to their visibility and to stimulate exchange and collaboration
among different actors involved in environment and health and
enhance networking opportunities.

Get to know us

RIVM: Rijksinstituut voor Volksgezondheid en Milieu — The
Dutch National Institute for Public Health and the Environment
RIVM works towards a healthy population living in a sustainable,
safe and healthy environment. RIVM pursues those goals based
on independent scientific research. Working with their
commissioning clients, they identify the research that is needed
and conduct studies accordingly. They provide advice to the
government, to professionals and to members of the public, and
share their knowledge. RIVM advises the government on how
we can keep our living environment safe, clean and healthy.
They also share knowledge about smart solutions for a safe and
sustainable environment. RIVM collects, analyses and interprets
data on infectious diseases by conducting field and laboratory
research. In doing so, they prevent and control infectious
diseases. To that end, they work with organisations in the
Netherlands and abroad. RIVM investigates what is needed for
good healthcare and a healthy lifestyle. They also assess which
national and local health programmes are most effective.
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It was an interesting and
fruitful meeting!

' Marije Reedijk -
Marije Reedijk, PhD, is a researcher at the Center for
Sustainability, Environment and Health from the Dutch

National Institute for Public Health and Environment
(RIVM) since 2020. Marije is an environmental epidemiologist
and works on various projects related to noise and health, such
as deriving exposure-response relationships for environmental
noise (including aviation, road, rail, and wind turbines) and
annoyance and sleep disturbance. Previously, she completed
her PhD on health effects from radiofrequency electromagnetic
fields from mobile phone base stations and mobile phones at
Utrecht University. She studied social geography (Utrecht
University) and health sciences (VU Amsterdam).

Highlight of the month
ERA-ENVHEALTH 2025 Open Conference
Environment and Health Controversies:

Science, Society, and Policy in Dialogue
by Ric van Poll* and Marije Reedijk

The ERA-ENVHEALTH network traditionally organises every
year its Open Conference. This year's theme was
'Environment and Health Controversies'. The conference
took place October 15th, 2025 at the National Institute for
Public Health and the Environment (RIVM) in Bilthoven, the
Netherlands, and was attended by around 50 people in
person and online.

Controversies and debates over environmental and health
issues have always existed everywhere and at all times.
Consider glyphosate, bisphenol A, rubber granules, wind
turbines, electromagnetic fields, and per- and polyfluoroalkyl
substances (PFAS), for example. Society, science and policy
seem to confront each other from different angles and with
different claims about the possible health and environmental
impacts of the investigated issue, technology or substance
(whether newly detected or emerging).

Our 'open conference' aimed to analyse some of these
controversies and address how risk assessors, managers
and research institutes handle these differing angles and



We hope to see you next year
at our open conference in
Berlin.

Watch out for the 'save the

date' announcement of next
year’'s ERA-ENVHEALTH’s
Open Conference!

claims about the adverse effects of technologies and
substances.

The first presentation was delivered by Tom Jansen of the
RIVM, who provided an introduction to controversies
surrounding the environment and health. This was followed
by substantive examples from various countries. Fanny Debil
and Yann Le Bodo from the French Agency for Food,
Environmental and Occupational Health & Safety - ANSES
then presented their experiences with ‘Chlordecone’. They
presented a framework that can be used for controversial
topics and explained the case. This was followed by a
presentation from the German Federal Environment Agency
(UBA) on the discovery of Di-n-Hexylphthalate in sunscreen,
which was explained from a scientific and a communication
perspective. Oscar Breugelmans from the Municipal Health
Authority (GGD) in Amsterdam shared his experiences in the
field of wind turbines and health, discussing the various roles
of participants in the debate. Gaston Meskens, from the
Belgian Nuclear Research Centre (SCK-CEN), discussed the
controversies that arose after the Fukushima nuclear
accident, focusing on communication with residents, as well
as the controversies between scientists, and their effect on
citizens. Monique Beerlage from RIVM gave the final
presentation, speaking about Electro Magnetic Fields (EMF)
and health. She explained how the Dutch Knowledge
Platform on EMF was set up, how it works, and provided a
clear overview of what works well and where there is room
for improvement.

During the concluding discussion, the lessons learned were
highlighted, emphasising the importance of maintaining an
ongoing dialogue and paying close attention to risk
communication. This is something that scientists often do on
the side, but it is considered extremely important. The
discussion also covered dealing with polarised topics.
Researchers are quickly pushed into a corner ("if you're not
with us, you're against us"), whereas they actually need to
remain neutral. It is not only important to communicate about
the topic, but also to put the controversy into perspective:
how do the various environmental risks relate to each other?
Finally, the role of science as a mediator between politics
and citizens was discussed. The importance of clearly
communicating negative consequences was emphasised.



)\ Current initiatives from ANSES

Broadening the monitoring of PFAS

Restricting the use of per- and polyfluoroalkyl substances
(PFAS) is a priority, to limit their release into the
environment and the resulting pollution. When dealing with
such a vast and heterogeneous class of substances,
identifying those of the greatest concern is essential for

optimising monitoring schemes. For the first time, ANSES
For more information on PFAS has compiled and analysed the available contamination
monitoring: data for all environmental media, food and consumer

goods, as well as from biomonitoring, in France. Following

) ) this work, the Agency is providing an overview of PFAS
More information on

PFAS monitoring contamination and proposing appropriate monitoring

strategies for these substances.

Phytopharmacovigilance: marking 10 years of

the only scheme of its kind in Europe

For the past 10 years, ANSES has been coordinating a
scheme that monitors the adverse effects of plant
protection products once they have been placed on the
market. The report published to coincide with this occasion

demonstrates the importance of adopting a "One Health"

approach to understanding the health and ecosystem

For more information on the 10 issues specific to plant protection products. This scheme

ear review of . . . .
y could become even more effective at informing public

Phytopharmacovigilance (PPV): policy-making, through access to data on the application of

these products.

More information on
PPV

Better predicting of sand haze to limit

exposure to atmospheric pollution

Frequent in the Caribbean and French Guiana, sand haze
is a natural phenomenon that can also occur in mainland
France as a result of Saharan sandstorms. This
phenomenon increases the concentration of particles in
ambient air and is expected to become more common and
more intense with climate change. Following a collective

expert appraisal on the issue, ANSES recommends
reducing human activities that generate emissions, in

For more information on

particular during episodes of sand haze, to limit the

redicting sand haze:
P g population’s overall exposure to atmospheric pollution.



For more information on

Polychlorinated biphenyls in
RECETOX partner countries

For more information on
Assessing the Presence and
Management of HBCD in
RECETOX partner countries

Save the date

Current initiatives from RECETOX

RECETOX acting as the Stockholm
Convention Regional Centre (SCRC)

RECETOX, one of the members of our network, is heavily
involved in international projects on the environment and
health nexus. A substantive part of its involvement in such
projects is conducted under the Stockholm Convention
Regional Centre that helps countries in the Balkans and
Central Asia implement the Stockholm Convention on
Persistent Organic Pollutants. Worldwide, there are 17
such centres, each with different regional scope. Their map
can be found here.

Currently, the Director of the SCRC, Katerina Sebkova,
coordinates two major projects financed by the Global
Environmental Fund (GEF). The main goal of these
projects is to facilitate the implementation of the Stockholm
Convention in participating countries through the
development, review, and updating of National
Implementation Plans (NIPs) and their submission to the
Conference of the Parties (COP) to the Convention.

RECETOX has summarized the interim outcomes of these
projects in two large articles published on their website.
The first one covers the POPs inventory, namely of PCBs
in partner countries, the second focuses on the progress in
managing hexabromocyclododecane (HBCD) in those
countries. Both articles show how international cooperation
can lead to successful identification of harmful POPs,
ultimately leading to their total disposal in the future.
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ISES Europe 2026
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Occupational Hygiene
Society of Ireland (OHSI)
and the European Chapter
of the International Society
of Exposure Science (ISES
Europe)

University College Dublin
(UCD), Dublin, Ireland
June 11-12, 2026

New opportunities

S- PARCopedia turns two: Celebrating a growing

i~ it - community of knowledge and collaboration
e e e Last November, PARCopedia marked its second anniversary, a

milestone that highlights two years of building connections,

sharing expertise, and strengthening the chemical risk

assessment community.

Launched as part of the Partnership for the Assessment of Risks
from Chemicals (PARC), PARCopedia was created to bridge
knowledge and connect everyone involved in chemical risk

assessment — whether researchers, risk assessors, risk

managers, or policymakers working across human health or

environmental domains.

The idea behind PARCopedia is simple yet powerful: by fostering

mutual understanding and open exchange of information, we can

help advance the entire field of chemical risk assessment.

Structured around three main components, PARCopedia offers:

- A collaborative community platform to exchange ideas, discuss,

and build networks.

- A central hub for news, events, job opportunities, and key

resources in chemical risk assessment.




- A co-created WIKI space designed to collect and structure

knowledge in an accessible and evolving way.

Today, the PARCopedia community includes more than 1,300

registered users, and the editorial team continues to work on

improving the platform’s functionality and usability.

Join us

What?

ERA-ENVHEALTH is an active transnational network which
includes stakeholders in the Environment and Health field,
stemming from a previous European-funded project which
ended in 2012. It is a forum to discuss challenges, visions and
emerging issues.

Why?

The main purposes for the network are to share and exchange
information and promote networking and joint activities (such
as the annual open conference on specific topics of interest
and newsflash).

The network is based on "contributing and sharing"; each
organisation participates on a voluntary basis.

Do not hesitate to get in
touch with the network
either through your
national contact point and
member of the network or
by contacting:

Adrienne Pittman
ANSES

European & International
Affairs Department




Acronym Name Country
Y French Agency for Food, Environmental and
anses AIERS Occupational Health & Safety Frones
e CNR Italian Mational Research Council Italy
epa EPA Environmental Protection Agency Ireland
(,) = EPS HECSE Federal !’—’ublic Service Health, Food Chain Safety Belgium
and Environment
O . INSA MNational Institute of Health Dr Ricardo Jorge Paortugal
. PHAS Public Health Agency of Sweden Sweden
Q._ e RIVM National Institute for Public Health and the Netherlands
== Environment
. Swedish EPA Swedish Envirenmental Protection Agency Sweden

MUN] | RECETOX RECETOX

Mational Centre for Toxic Compounds In the
Environment, Faculty of Science, Masaryk University

Czech Republic

ﬁ UA University of Aveiro Portugal
m UBA German Environment Agency Germany
% UoWM University of Western Macedonia Greece

ANSES, represented by its Director General, is responsible for processing personal data intended for managing

and mailing the ERA-ENVHEALTH newsflash. You can use the unsubscribe link in the newsletter at any time. Find
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